by James Wyngaarden in 1979, later director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). He noted that the number of MD applicants for research grants from the NIH was decreasing while that of PhD applicants was rapidly rising (1) . Deep concern about this problem has intensified over the past decade, resulting in a call for action by the current NIH director, no relationships relevant to the contents of this paper to disclose. ais2007@med.cornell.edu.
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